NEWSLETTER AUTUMN 2012

Well summer has been warmer than last year, but not as wet, but with a few blasts of rain, the green grass
has persisted. Lordy though, has it suddenly turned a bit brisk! Dragging out the winter rugs....checking for
spideys....scraping off the wasps nests. Blah, it would be nice to buy new ones every season.

We have a swag of new members. Welcome to (hope | am not forgetting anyone)

Lisa Welsh
Tanya Twaits
Amanda Carter
Sam Whiting
Olivia Greenwood
Yoni Sharp

it dget T4 .
i) And Brad, can you please stop banging on about

the compulsory newbie nudie runs. It’s not going
to happen, no matter how many times you ask for
it to be tabled at a committee meeting and getting
Drew to second the motion. And as for trying to
change the membership criteria for all under
30yo’s to also do a nudie run at the Christmas rally
as part of their membership renewal.....well —some
may take offense that they wouldn’t be included,
so forget it. Offering to get the ball rolling also is
not going to cut it either.




BULLENGAROOK ADULT RIDERS AUTUMN/WINTER SPECIAL OFFER — BLACK HORSE CLOTHING

Gill Wooldridge has the new seasons range in — see ad later in the newsletter - and as a special special, will
be bringing it to the April rally. All Bullengarook Adult Riders will get 15% discount for all stock purchased at
the rally. This time Eftpos will be available, along with the usual preferred cash, or cheque.. Great range of
sizes from 8 to 16, and they are generous fit. Visit our website www.blackhorseclothing.com.au for the full

range of stock & they will be available at Lowden’s and Ascot Saddler. | must say those gorgeous blonde
models must come from good stock (hey Simone), and they are both ex-BARC members.

RALLYS!!

Just when you think things are settling down, each rally continues to grow. Given that there are
only so many lessons we can fit in, we may have to do a first in best dressed seeming we have so
many wanting lessons. At the end of the newsletter (as always) are the dates and instructors
booked so far for the rest of the year, so no excuses about getting the wrong weekend.....have a
look and put the dates in your diary.

February.....what happened?? Beth Whelan, Ailish Hill & Wendy Whiting & heaps of level assessing
— it was rather wet! We all got to meet Maya, Lucinda’s brand new bubbie & Darcy, Wendy’s brand
new grand bubbie — who would have thought Wendy could be sooooo maternal. Sam (Darcy’s
mum) is one of our new members too, so we will be seeing much more of little Miss Darcy in the
future. Hard to believe that we had the fire lit (thanks Helene) when only 6 days earlier pony club
had to be abandoned as there was a bush fire in Bullengarook. Truly amazing.

March we had Cath Shelley & Amanda Mitchell for flat, with Drew for jumping. A one off, different
rally, with Cath conducting half hour private lessons instead of our usual format. Don’t get used to
it, as it was a special occasion, but | really enjoyed it, full on for 30 minutes was plenty for this little
black duck. | did comment on how quiet Cath was, until it was pointed out that she had her fancy
headset with her. Amanda was thoroughly enjoyed by all as well, and Amanda is coming back for
our April rally, so for those who want to build on what they learned with her, don’t forget to
request on your rally form.

Once again, please do not hose horses down with
water from the shed, the tanks aren’t extensive and
get used by a lot more people than just ARC. If you
must, use a bucket and sponge for your horse, but
drinking water for our horses is the priority. Also the
black poly pipe in the kitchen is drinking water, the
water that comes out of the main tap is not
considered drinkable — use at your own peril.

Another thing worthy of mentioning, we provide free
tea & coffee for all our members, which is help
yourself. However the urn that is used to provide the
hot water constantly gets turned down so it goes :
lukewarm. If you get the urge to turn the urn down e
cos you think it’s boiling madly, just turn it down around 4.25. It just needs to be off the boil for us
all to enjoy a hot cup of coffee rather than a tepid one.
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Firewood season is upon us — can you please bring a log of wood so we can all enjoy the warmth.
The clubs do not buy firewood, but we all get cold.

As a small reminder, if you book in for a rally and do not attend, or a replacement is not found for
your space, you are expected to pay. It is also really helpful if you could plan a bit and pay for your
lessons in CASH as we pay our instructors in cash too.

You can book yourselves in for as many lessons as you think you can cope with - $25 for a flat
lesson & $20 for a jJumping lesson. Don’t forget if you are in the first lesson to allow 15 minutes to
assist in setting up the showjumps before the first lesson regardless of whether you are jumping or
not. Please book in NOW for the next rally with Brenda brendacotter76@gmail.com as soon as you

know what your plans are either way (you can do it today!), makes it at lot easier for
cancelling/adding instructors.

MAY EXTRAVAGANZA — SUNDAY 27™" MAY

For one of our competitions this year, we are running a competition at our grounds on Sunday 27"
May. The day consists of Official Dressage, Official Combined Training & Official Showjumping. Its
full on, frantic & great for all who enter. We have a great reputation in running events and offering
something new to competitors, but it doesn’t happen by magic. There is a fair bit of preparation
that leads up to running the event, along with set up on the Saturday before and help on the day.
We expect all our members to help & also encourage all our members to enter.

If you would like to start helping, please contact Karen or myself for a few little jobs — sponsorship

is always welcome, and everyone hates doing it.

DRESSAGE
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HELPING AT RALLIES

Okay this is big & bold & in capitals (and even a different colour) as it is becoming a major problem

at rallies. We talk many times at committee meetings about how to make sure the small amount of
chores are done at rallies so that it is fair and covered. The roster seemed to be a fair balance,
nobody expects you to hang around to pack up jumps when they are on at 9am, but the jobs are
really not being covered. This is an Adult Riding Club, not Pony Club, nor a professional money
making venture. By this, our members, especially those who attend rallies, should not expect that
they do not have to contribute on rally day to make everything happen. The club have always
provided heaps to make the rally days a pleasure for members to attend, by way of free tea &
coffee for members & spectators, along with a fair contribution to lunch and subsidising the
lessons. By attending you should expect to contribute back to the club and the day. Ridingin one
lesson you should help (or provide help) for at least one of our tasks, and the more lessons you take
part in, the more you should do. Itis unreasonable for members to attend, benefit from the
experience and then have others do all the work. Also on this theme, nobody on committee wants
to go around telling people to help, we have better things to do with our time.

Okay we get it that sometimes it’s not possible to do heaps, and things can go wrong, like running
late, but........ pull your weight elsewhere. First lesson of the day — no matter what you are riding —
help set up the jumps and dressage arenas. All lessons start at 9 as a rule, just allow 10 minutes.

Most jobs are 10 minutes if everyone helps, there should be 8-9 people helping at each point. And
be PRO-ACTIVE. Don’t wait to be asked, just have a bit of a handle when it comes to lunch — oven
on, whats in the fridge, plates, utensils etc, etc. Even if you are not staying for lunch, doesn’t mean
you shouldn’t help, same as if you are not jumping, you should still help with set up & pack up.

The other big one is the clean up at the end of the day — pretty much it gets 75% done. Reality is
after lunch everything should be dealt with one way or another, apart from minimal tea & coffee,
and the last riders should make sure these few things are taken care of.

Boring to harp on, but there are a few people who do most of the work, and getting very little
satisfaction out of it. We don’t want to have to go onto a fixed roster, or, god forbid, dispense with
lunches, but the things that make the club great need a bit of assistance. As much as | enjoy seeing
Karen Bentley going off like a frog in a sock at lunchtime, the audience she needs to be addressing
have already left the building.

PITCH IN!




Rally Instructors

We have a heap of instructors booked in for the rest of the year, some new blood & some tried &
true popular instructors from the past. However we always welcome suggestions that fit the club
criteria, so let me know if you think someone might fit the bill.

There will always be instructors you don’t like, or perhaps really like, nearly all instructors are
available for private lessons, so don’t be shy in approaching them if you want to take the
relationship further.

A few words from SWMBO(bni) AUTUMN REPORT
(She Who Must Be Obeyed (but never is) aka The president Karen Bentley)

Well as I sit here writing this, summer is but a distant memory. And while may of you are
cheering, I for one am not. The thought of a long cold winter and darkness descending on us at
5pm is rather uninspiring for working the gee gees. But on that note, here is my effort to
bring my report back to happy land.

For those who attend rallies, you will have noticed that the lesson format has changed slightly
to have 3 lessons before lunch instead of 4, and then 2-3 lessons after lunch. We have had to
make that change due to the overwhelming number of people now riding at rallies. So please
bear this in mind when making your rally bookings and expect to be scheduled to ride at any
time between 9am and 3pm. While Brenda will do her best to accommodate special requests, it
is simply impossible to accommodate every single request every single time. Thanks in advance
for what I am sure will be your understanding!

Looking ahead, you may have heard that we did not get hosting rights to TTT show jumping. So
what I hear you say? Well that means we must run our own events for the purposes of
fundraising. We will be running our Extravaganza at the end of May (keep an eye out in next
month's Chaff Chat for entry details) and a dressage jackpot in about September. So heads up
- the call for volunteers will be arriving in your inboxes very soon! But make sure you all enter
as well. We want to see as many members as possible out there competing in the black and
jade.

Speaking of competing, I want to take this opportunity to congratulate 2 members in
particular who have been having great success on the competition circuit. Brenda Cotter and
Alicat have essentially been undefeated since TTT dressage, and on their very first ride at
Level 2 at the Pyalong dressage jackpot showed everyone how it should be done by winning
both tests. Huge congrats to you both and you had better start working on sitting to the
lengthened trot Brenl Level 2 appears to be nothing but a quick stopover. The other rider is
Megan Stephenson who has absolutely blitzed through Levels 5 and 4 in most disciplines and
will probably leave most of us in her wake through Level 3 too. Having watched the end of
Megan's jumping class at the March rally, I can say that her partner in crime is a little gun
when it comes to jumping!



On the EA front, Josie Shinkfield and Bree Charteris are taking HT by storm and having great
success. Although it has had the repercussion of Bree being left wanting when only doing
CT..like something's missing...lucky TTT HT is coming up next month.

: If anyone else is having success out and about let me know! We
B should all be proud to boast of our achievements and I'm happy to
do it on your behalf if I know about it J. Personally, I have had to
fall back on dog showing to get my ribbon fix. So congrats to my
little man "Stolzsein Gangland Gatto" for taking home the ribbons
and trophy (and bag of dog food!) after winning Best Minor Puppy
Dog at the 49th Victorian Rottweiler Championship show last
weekend.

I sign off now hoping this won't be my last report. I have entered my very first SJ comp and
hope that I live to tell the tale. For anyone who has seen my big fella Kingston on a SJ course,
you will know that the kindest descriptor of him is "enthusiastic”. May call for some breakfast
Sav Blanc...for me that is.

Happy and safe riding everyone! Karen B - El Presidente

LEVEL ASSESSING

THE nEAR SIDE

In order to compete, riders need to be level assessed initially.
Even though we have two level assessors as members of our
club, it is up to riders to arrange their own level assessing. As
both Lucinda & Emma have chosen to make themselves “in
the family way” they will probably not be randomly
attending our rallies. However they are not totally disabled
and can still assess by private arrangement, along with any
other of the official Level Assessors on the link below. You
can call Emma on 0448 480011 or Lucinda on 0448 880226.

Between Emma & Lucinda | am sure they will work "okl GREAT‘IT—IE‘Y EE'F:F. THE
something out. Otherwise you are free to get level assessed BARN DEOR CREN, AND Now
by any of the official HRCAV Level Assessors, they charge THERE 'S A DRAFT v HERE.
around S50 + travel. For a full listing have a look here SRR

http://hrcav.com.au/site/hrca/vic/downloads/Officials/level%20assessors%20141210.pdf, Level
assessment does not expire, but you do need to be level verified if you want to participate ina TTT

event.



ITT Events

For our new members, here is a crash course in Top Team Trophy events. Each yeara TTT event is
held in one of our six disciplines. Clubs submit teams of four, with the best three scores from each
team counting to the overall winning team. To
enter you need to either have competed in three
events of the discipline in the 12 months prior to
closing date OR be level verified in the three
months prior to closing. Anyone from the club
can nominate to be on a team, and if you want to
be on a team with someone in particular you can
ask for this, otherwise the rest get put into
moderately balanced teams. Bullengarook have
had varying success over the years in all of the
disciplines, we have won a couple, heaps of
seconds & thirds, and many placings, along with
PLENTY of placings not worth mentioning. Itis
not about winning, its about the participating, getting out in the black & jade & just being part of a
team and part of the club. Although winning or placing at TTT is also quite prestigious too. The TTT
events can be loads of fun, Bullengarook move into the venue & set up camp, usually first to arrive,
last to leave, regardless of our team placings. Again this doesn’t happen by accident but is
dependent on all the participants

Currently the club pays for half of our entry fees & all of the team entry fees, but this may change.

TTT Showing
Crikey — months ago, smatterings of some pretty decent efforts, but overall no team placings

worthy of mentioning. Geelong was good though & weather was noice.

TTT Combined Training

Held this past weekend, Bullengarook ended up with 2 % teams with a few late scratchings. Most
rode on Saturday, with the noteworthys being Miss Flora & Finite scoring a 1* & rug in Level 4, Kylie
& Jessie both got ribbons in Level 2, whilst Wendy Whiting MISSED a jump and got eliminated, even
though Envy knew the course & was trying to tell her. Please do not miss an opportunity to give
Wendy a poke about her navigation skills, you won’t get too many other opportunities! Lucky for
Wendy, Gator redeemed them with a 2"%in Level 1. Megan & Holly did well too, but no ribbons.
Sunday there were only three of us riding & Drew too for Warranooke. Charley & Boss, riding for
BARC as a composite, even with penalties, scored a 1° too, whilst Simone & I did our best, but again
no ribbons.

A big thank you to Emma Lukey who gave up her morning to be a team helper & did dressage
pencilling —thank you so much Emma for your valuable time.

All our team were sponsored by Black Horse Clothing which was awesome, and in return, the Black
Horse Trainees (Megan, Kylie, Charley & Wendy) placed 4" by .04 from 2" Place in the overall team
results. Well done girls, and don’t forget to thank Gill for her support too.




TTT Horse Trials

Being held on the weekend of 19" & 20" May at Bulla ARC (just down the road). Its rather
expensive, being $85 per rider. With the club paying half, this will be $42.50 each, plus a volunteer
helper. If you want to enter you will need to be prepared to either help yourself or get someone
else to help for you, as it is a requirement of entry we provide helpers. The provisional timetable is
that all Level 4 & 5 will be held on Saturday, and all other levels on Sunday.

Do we know the drill yet......form your own teams & submit so the club can legally enter on your
behalf, or throw your hat in to be in with whoever else wants to do it, & is not fussy who they ride
with. Team name suggestions would also be good.

You know Bullengarook have actually WON TTTHT twice! We have come close in a lot of them, but
this is one we have actually managed (and | was even on one of the winning teams!)

TTT Navigation Ride
19" August at Tallarook — | have no further info.

Level Verification for TTT Events

Thankfully there has been a change to the level verifying/assessment from the beginning of 2012.
You only need to be verified or assessed in the prior 12 months to the event, not three months.
The attendance of three events alternative remains the same. Can | suggest that you make
arrangements with either Emma or Lucinda or the level assessor of your choice to do all your cards
asap and then you won’t have to worry about it. You will no longer have to provide a copy of your
card for the entries, but they will be checked when you attend the event. If the cards are not valid,
you can’t compete officially

As these are team events, it is important to realise that you are in it with three other riders from
the club.

Official HRCAV Rules & Competing
All HRCAV tests are available for downloading here, choose your test & level & knock yourselves
out, | have lashings of fun downloading & practicing the Advanced tests.

http://hrcav.com.au/default.asp?Page=1341

It is every riders responsibility to be up to date with current HRCAV rules. They do change quite
often, but the official HRCAV website is a good source of full rules & updates. Check it all out here

|II

under “manual” & rules” http://www.hrcav.com.au/

A common mistake that riders make is not having valid cards (you need to be assessed in all
disciplines except Navigation rides) and Membership card that is stamped and signed for the
current financial year.

Not having the appropriate gear is also common, and it does vary through the different disciplines.
Don’t forget you need numbers on either side of your horse for all disciplines (except showing
where you can have a neck number holder instead) and a medical arm band is always handy to
have in the float.



The latest rule that has caught a few people out is the mandatory wearing of a logo on either your
upper body or saddle blanket. Bullengarook have a policy of our members being able to source
their own uniforms in black & jade and we have our logo down at One Stop Embroidery who has
polo shirts in our colours & our logo which Tina will put on most things. Wear the Black & Jade with
pride — it doesn’t cost much. As mentioned below, subsidised rugbys & ties are only available
through club.

There is nothing worse than riding H/C or getting eliminated over small things, and from
experience, you tend to only do it once, but they are steep learning curves.

General Rally Information

e Please keep your dogs always on a lead, tied up, in the car, or at home. Please do not keep
your dogs mooching for food in the kitchen.

e Please do not lunge your horse near where lessons are already in progress, either flat or
juming.

e Please be ready for your lesson, but don’t intrude on the lesson prior to yours, sometimes
they start late for various reasons, but finishing up is important. It is the instructors
responsibility to conduct their lessons, but it is hard if others come into the arenas before
the previous lesson has finished

e Please bring along a piece of wood to make the clubrooms nice and cosy.

e Please keep water usage to a minimum. The water is for horses drinking water, not hosing.
This obviously is not an issue in winter, but when the warmer weather comes, it does
become important. The water that sources to the sink in the clubrooms is not considered
drinking water, it also comes from the outside tank and is full of all sorts of lovely wriggly &
dead things. There is another black poly pipe and tap in the kitchen that sources to a tank
where we buy in water for drinking. This water should be used mindfully too. We fill the
urn with this.

Uniforms

We have a small number of club rugbys for S50 (these have to be ordered in lots of 20, so the sizing
is a bit limited) and club ties for $15. For all your other uniform requirements, you can get most
things through One Stop Embroidery in Sunbury, the lovely Tina has all sorts of things like polo
shirts & hats in our colours, which she can put our logo on for very reasonable prices, and she also
can put the logo on anything you take down there, like your own vests, or woollen jumpers, or
saddle blankets. You can wear any colour jodhpurs you like, but most of our riders tend to compete
in black ones. Also there is a very spesh looking Roma jade saddlecloth, lined in black that Gill
bought up at Lowdens in Kilmore for $50. They look great.



’

|

ollow the Leader.

This may be the first time you hear about Black Horse, but it won’t be
the last. Equestrian clothing designed by a rider and leading fashion
industry identity, Black Horse offers affordable and durable garments
that are also fashionable and flattering. You can expect cozy and
durable fabrics combined with beautiful prints and patterns that are

designed for real beople throughouli Australia. Breeches $89, polo’s
$39, rugby’s $49, long sleeve topsﬁfrom $39 and vests from $59.
100% Australian wool, warm polar fleece and waterproof fabrics will

ensure you keep warm and comfy" throughout the cooler season.
Visit www.blackhorseclothing.com.au to browse our complete range.

@ Black Horse




CALENDAR/RALLY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

April 2012

Rally - 7*"

Flat Amanda Mitchell/Norm Hubble
Jump John Francis

Committee Meeting 10"

960 Bacchus Marsh Rd 7.30pm

May 2012

Rally - 12"

Flat Fiona Dearing/Karen Thornton
Jump Drew Cotter

Committee Meeting 15" TBC

June 2012

Rally - 9™ Flat Fiona Dearing/Kylie Burton
Jump Wendy Whiting

Committee Meeting 12" TBC

July 2012

Rally - 7™ Flat Regina Banninger/Kylie Burton

Jump Wendy Whiting

Committee Meeting 10"

TBC

August 2012

Rally - 11*"

Flat Scarlett Blakeley/TBA
Jump John Francis

Committee Meeting 14™

TBC

September 2012

Rally — 8"

Flat Chris Sievers/Scarlett Blakeley
Jump John Francis

Committee Meeting 11" TBC

October 2012

Rally - 13" Flat Chris Sievers/TBA
Jump Drew Cotter

Committee Meeting 16" TBC




